
  

Longleaze Pre-School & Nursery 

Term 2 - November / December 2019 

Welcome back, I hope you have had a good break and are ready for a fun, exciting and sparkly term!   

 

Goodbye! Sadly we will be saying goodbye to Hannah and Tracy this term. Hannah will be leaving to work at a setting much 

closer to where she lives at the end of this week, and Tracy C will be accepting a new challenge after more than 20 years of 

working at Longleaze Pre-school. I am sure you will join me in wishing them both the very best of luck! 

 

Harvest – a huge thank you for all the Harvest donations we received last term, all your dried and canned goods were 

donated to the Lorna Doone Day Centre at Ridgeway House, and we also had some visitors from Ridgeway at one of our 

Harvest sing alongs. 

 

Continued support – thanks to Best One, the BP garage and the Red Lion, and also to the Angel Hotel who continue to 

support us by allowing us to use their venue for committee meetings, AGM and Christmas Lights Night.  

If you have any leftover Halloween sweets that you would like to donate towards our Sweetie Tombola stall on Christmas 

Lights Night – Friday 29th November, they would be greatly appreciated! 

 

AGM – 13th November in the ballroom at the Angel Hotel on the high Street. Our Constitution (the document that 

governs the running of the setting) requires that 10% of all families that use the Pre-School and Nursery are required to 

attend the AGM. It is vital that we fulfil this requirement to be able to open for the following year. This is also the time of 

year that all our policies and procedures are reviewed. If you would like to check through these again, please pop into the 

office, where a hard copy is available for your perusal, alternatively they can be found on our website. 

School starters September 2020 – don’t forget to complete your online application! (application deadline January 15th 

2020). 

Bassett in Bloom – we received third place in this competition! Thanks to those of you who helped us with the garden and 

donated plants. The children have had a lot of enjoyment from the garden this year, and we hope to continue to maintain it 

throughout the year. If you are interested in helping us (we are not very green fingered as a general team), or have any 

creative ideas for our garden, please let me know! 

Thank you to everyone who came to our parent partnership afternoon. I am sure you will agree great fun was had by all, and 

most importantly the children love to share their learning and play with you. Unfortunately we are unable to host one this 

term – there is just too much going on, however we do hope to do one in Term 3, and there will be lots of other events for 

you to be involved with. ☺ 

Home learning – introducing Lucy Bear from Llewellyn. We now have three bears, Lucy, Glenda and Sally. The children love 

taking them home and sharing what they have done with the bears with their friends at show and tell. We really appreciate 

you taking the time to write in the blue comments books, and we do share what you write with the whole group of children. 

These activities really raise the children’s confidence and self- esteem, and offers great opportunities for the children to 

talk about themselves and their families. Thank you for taking good care of our bears, and of the reading and learning 

activities that go home, we also appreciate you returning them quickly so that other children can have a turn.  

The importance of nursery rhymes; Singing nursery rhymes and songs to children as young as babies can help develop their 

language and communication skills from an early age. There are so many different ways adults can make this type of learning 

fun, whether this is by using props, music or musical instruments. Creating a fun experience for children will help engage 

them and they are more likely to sit and participate in the songs. It is important to remember that younger children will only 

sit for short periods of time so don’t expect them to sit for a half hour song time session. As children develop at different 

rates, using nursery rhymes will support children’s communication and language development at whatever stage they are at 

for example, older children may be beginning to learn to rhyme, whereas younger children may still be at the stage of 

learning new words. Introducing children to a variety of nursery rhymes can help them understand and learn about different 

sounds. This is an important part of developing those early literacy skills. Listening to different sounds in the environment 

as well as in nursery rhymes provides children with the foundations in helping them to read and write. As nursery rhymes 



are fun and full of sounds, children will tune into these sounds. Older children will experiment in combining sounds and blend 

them together to form a word. As previously mentioned nursery rhymes and songs have a huge impact on children’s language 

and communication development. Children relish in listening to songs full of rhyming, rhythm and repetition. By singing songs 

containing these core elements it is helping boost children’s language, communications and literacy development. Happy 

singing!!!  

Our topic this term is based around Christmas and Traditional Nursery Rhymes.  We are introducing a new Christmas 

‘production’ this year – ‘The Greatest Snowman! ’ As you can imagine it takes a lot of preparation for young children to be 

involved in a Christmas Performance, and we need to ensure that they love all the activities which we do in order for them 

to be ready.  The activities relate well to the children’s interests, and will enable them to enjoy a series of activities leading 

to a performance they will love participating in and you will enjoy watching!  

Our younger children will also be involved in all the activities, but unfortunately, depending on space, time and the 

willingness of two year olds to cooperate, they may not actually be in the whole Nativity Performance this year –possibly 

joining the others to sing some familiar Christmas songs as part of our Christmas Sing a long! 

At the beginning of each session we have register and then we introduce ‘Show and Tell’, where the children are encouraged 

to bring in something from home – preferably linked to the topic, or to share news with the group.  We aim to concentrate on 

our listening skills and respecting each other, taking turns and valuing what we all say. 

We want to give the children the confidence to use their ’voice’ and also to learn to respect and value their peers. 

 

Our focused activities are designed for all ages and levels of development; however our pre-school children are particularly 

encouraged to participate, although some of the activities are specifically designed for our younger children. 

Our adult led activities are based around the areas of learning in the EYFS.  All areas of learning and development are 

important and inter-connected.   

Some of the activities we will be offering this term include; 

Personal, social and emotional development; 

Making relationships: Five Little Ducks tuff tray – teachers to model and praise interactive play between peers, supporting the 

children in sharing and taking turns, and also introducing storylines into their play; Chatty Den  - a  frozen ice castle – using this 
amazing den to chat, interact, share and take turns with each other. Christmas card jigsaws – working together with homemade  
Christmas puzzles. 

Managing feelings and behaviour: Feeling’s Bag with Feelings Rhyme – talking and sharing different emotions and feelings 

and what may make us feel a certain way; Good Choices – talking about good and bad choices, following rules and boundaries 
and how our actions can hurt others; Discussing our golden rules. 

Physical Development;  

Moving and handling: Snipping Snowflakes – promoting the use of one handed tools; Incy Spider Scissor Skills – 

beginning to use equipment safely and develop their scissor skills, snipping a variety of spider patterns; Christmas Dot to Dot! 

Encouraging  pencil skills, focusing on the children’s tripod grip; Rudolph’s Food to Fly! Showing control in holding and using 

tools to pour, tip and fill food for the reindeer! 

Health and self-care: Christmas Tree Handprint – to collectively make a large Christmas tree out of all their handprints – 

discussing the importance of washing our hands when they are dirty or mucky, and beginning to show some understanding of 

good practices with regard to hygiene. Wash, Wash, Wash your Hands! Introducing why we wash our hands to our under threes. 

The Fundamental Movement Skills that we will be looking at will be ‘kick’ and ‘jump for distance’. We are 

very lucky to have use of many of the schools facilities, including the school hall and the school field. 

Twice a week we have PE sessions (Pre-school children) in the school hall - MONDAY AND THURSDAY 

MORNINGS, we encourage the children to change into a simple PE kit – shorts and T-shirt, promoting 

their independence and self-care.  Please ensure that all PE kit is labelled!  They do not need any special 

footwear as we do PE in bare feet.   

Communication and Language;  

Listening and attention: I’m a Little Teapot Water Play – singing while the children are playing with the teaset; Jolly Phonic 

Glitter Sand – showing an interest in play with sounds in a fun sparkly manner! Nursery Rhyme Sack – using a bag of props to 

instigate which rhyme we will sing! 

Speaking: Taking turns to talk about experiences, likes /dislikes around Halloween and fireworks, introducing some new 
vocabulary – wheeee, fizz, explode, whiz, fire, bang, whoosh etc Christmas mood board – using the mood board to talk about 
and discuss our different Christmases. 

Letters and Sounds activities this term will include; sound discrimination activities from Aspect 1; 

environmental sounds-listening walks, drumming outside on different materials and comparing sounds, and Mrs 

Browning has a Box. Aspect 2; instrumental sounds- matching animal sounds and matching instruments game. 



Aspect 3; body percussion – Noisy Neighbour, with also some Jolly Phonics activities focusing on initial sounds 

and phonics of words. 

Literacy; 

Reading: ‘Books, Books, Books!’ – looking at favourite stories, sharing them and discussing why we like them so 

much; The Jolly Postman Story Map – listening to and joining in with this fantastic story, which brings in many 

favourite nursery rhyme characters, offering the opportunity to recall and retell some traditional tales and 

rhymes. 

Writing: we will be making the most of any opportunities which arise daily to develop our writing skills, ‘What I 

would like for Christmas’ – talking about Christmas and discussing what they think they might like, and 

supporting them in ascribing meanings to the marks they make as they discuss their favourite things. Snowman 

Name Writing – ascribing meaning to marks that they see in different places, beginning to write their own name 

and hear and say the initial sound of their names. 

 

Mathematics; 

Numbers: Incy Wincy Spider Number Matching – showing an interest in number and beginning to match 

numeral and quantity correctly; Baubles on the Tree- selecting the requested number of baubles; Christmas 

Tree Pom Poms – rolling a dice and selecting the correct amount of pom poms to go onto the tree. 

Shape, space and measure: Baa Baa Black Sheep – weighing the bags! Weighing and comparing the Master’s, 

Dame’s and Little Boy’s bag of wool; Shape your Christmas Tree! Exploring a variety of shapes to create and 

decorate their own Christmas tree. 

 

Understanding the World; 

People and communities: Show and Tell Christmas Fun! Making a Christmas  decoration at home and bringing 

it in to share at show and tell. Christmas Around the World Week– Monday – UK – why we decorate Christmas 

trees. Tuesday – Japan – how Christmas is celebrated in Japan – hotei osho – gift bearing god of fortune. 

Wednesday – India – discussing how Christmas is celebrated in India – exploring decorations and clay lamps. 

Thursday – Netherlands – talking about Sinterklaas visiting the children and leaving sweets in the shoes they 

leave by the door, Friday – Denmark – making traditional rice pudding and looking for the lucky raisin. 

Technology: Exploring circuits; What I would like for Christmas – Walkie Talkie activity – acquiring the skills 

necessary to work the walkie talkies, and enjoy chatting to each other about what they would like for 

Christmas. 

 

Expressive Arts and design; 

Exploring and using media and materials: Baa Baa Black Sheep – exploring colour and texture, mixing different 

paints and shaving foam and investigating what happens! Firework pictures; Snowflake Headdresses; 

Fingerprint Robins; and lots of other Christmas craft. 

Being imaginative:-Santa and Rudolph Finger Puppets  - enjoying a winter scene and engaging in pretend play with 

the puppets that they have made. 

 

 

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our facebook page and website! 

 ‘Friends of Longleaze Preschool And Nursery’ and www.longleazepreschoolandnursery.co.uk 

 

A FEW GENERAL REMINDERS; 

Please label all of your child’s clothing, lunchboxes etc. 

 PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHING ENABLES THEM TO DEVELOP THEIR INDEPENDENCE – 

eg clothes they can take off and put on by themselves – and shoes with Velcro rather than tricky laces. ☺ 

Please ensure that you inform us if there are any changes as to who is collecting your child.  

Please ensure that your child is wearing appropriate clothes for the weather (including slippers or wellies – 

depending on weather), and that they have a change of clothes, nappies wet wipes and nappy bags in their bag. 

Please do not allow your children to play on the ramps. 

Please wait at the bottom of the ramps until the doors are open, and ensure that you close the gate behind you. 

Please respect the activities set up outside. 

No chewing gum on premises. 

http://www.longleazepreschoolandnursery.co.uk/


No mobile phones to be used on the premises. 

No pushchairs or scooters to be left at pre-school. 

Please do not bring pushchairs’ into the buildings. 

 

QUICK CHECKER AND DIARY DATES 

As many of us prepare for Christmas we tend to ‘clear out the old in readiness for the new…’ any donations 

of colouring pencils, (working, child friendly) felt tips and Lego would be greatly appreciated!!!  

WEEK ONE – 4th – 8th November  

Please bring in any leftover Halloween sweets towards our sweetie Tombola on Christmas Lights Night! 

We will be celebrating Firework night with lots of bright and colourful activities! 

6/11/19 – Edith Photography. If your child does not attend sessions on this day, please book a time slot 

to bring them in – siblings are welcome to. Please speak to Emma or Tracey in the office to book an 

appointment. 

WEEK TWO – 11th – 15th November 

AGM – 13/11/19 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. The Angel Hotel, High St, RWB.  

Friday 15th November – Dress up day for Children in Need. We will be icing biscuits, face painting and much 

more – there is a suggested donation of £1, which will be forwarded to Children in Need. 

WEEK THREE – 18th – 22nd November  

Parent Consultation Week – if you would like a 10 minute appointment with your child’s keyworker, please 

speak to them to arrange a time. 

Sweet collection and preparation for Christmas Lights Night. 

WEEK FOUR – 25th – 29th November  

     Monday 25th – Library visit. More details to follow. 

Friday 29th – Christmas Lights Night – High Street, Wootton Bassett – please come along and support our 

Sweetie Tombola! (We will be along the side of The Angel Hotel). Please be aware that the High Street will 

be closed from 3pm.  

WEEK FIVE – 2nd – 6th December  

We will be celebrating Christmas traditions around the world. If you have anything you would like to share, 

or would like             to come in for a session please speak to me to arrange. 

WEEK SIX – 9th – 13th December  

      Christmas Jumper week – Let’s make things better with a sweater! All monies raised will go to Save the 

Children. 

Thursday 12th - Christmas Craft and sing a long at Ridgeway House with the residents. This is such a lovely 

event, we can only continue to take the children if we have enough adults to walk with us. More details to 

follow. 

Friday 13th – The Greatest Snowman – our Christmas performance at the Memorial Hall Royal Wootton 

Bassett. No pre-school or nursery sessions this day. More details to follow. 

WEEK SEVEN – 16th – 20th December 

        Friday 20th - Christmas parties – details to follow. 

      Friday 20th – NO SESSIONS TODAY DUE TO CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM –FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER – 

(NO sessions on this day – as it is our CHRISTMAS PARTIES!) 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL – MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 

 

 

We welcome and encourage you to be as involved in your child’s learning experience with us as you can be! 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter – please do not hesitate to speak to myself or a member of 

staff at any time if you have any worries, questions or concerns. 

(Don’t forget any sweetie donations will be gratefully received for our Fundraising Sweetie Tombola!) 


